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       2012 JOURNALISM FELLOWSHIP –  
     SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

Greetings from the Southeast Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA)! 

We are now accepting applications to our 2012 Journalism Fellowship Programme. The programme, 
now in its 11th year, is open to nationals of Southeast Asian countries who are interested in exploring 
and producing in-depth stories on cross-border or regional issues on the theme of environmental 
protection, focusing on the rivers of Southeast Asia and the lives that depend on them.  

SEAPA is a regional network of free expression groups campaigning for genuine press freedom in 
Southeast Asia. Established in Bangkok in November 1998, it aims to unite independent journalists’ 
and press-related organizations in the region into a force for advocacy and mutual protection. 

Our program is unique as it is specially designed for the needs of journalists in the region – for 
journalists from Southeast Asia, with themes and field assignments within the region. Be part of the 
group that will have the opportunity to spend up to three weeks in another country in the region to 
explore the stories you want.  

We look forward to you joining the community of 100 fellows who have joined our program since 
2002! 

Apply today! 

Gayathry Venkiteswaran,  
Executive Director  
Southeast Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA) 
Unit 3B Thakolsuk Place 
#115 Terddamri Rd. Dusit 
Bangkok 10300 Thailand 
Tel: 02 2435579 
Fax: 02 2448749 
Email: seapa@seapa.org
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DOCUMENTING THREATS TO THE RIVERS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA :  LOOKING 
THROUGH THE JOURNALIST’S LENS 

About the theme 
The mighty Mekong river flows through five countries in the region – Cambodia, Laos, Burma, 
Vietnam and Thailand – and is home to millions of people, whose lives are interconnected with the 
river. In Burma, the Irrawady that flows the length of the country from the north to the south, is more 
than just a river: it is the soul of the nation. The large island of Borneo is home to three majestic rivers 
– the Rejang and Kinabatangan in Malaysia and Mahakam in Kalimantan.  

But these rivers are at risk: from being biologically dead, to being affected by climate change. The 
impact is great, not only to the environment but also to the communities living along the rivers. The 
Lower Mekong Basin for example, is at risk of several climate change impacts, such as increase in 
mean temperature and higher rainfall. Annual floods, while having its benefits on the ecosystem, also 
wreak havoc when overall management is not properly done.  

According to the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), devastating 
floods in Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and the Philippines, have led to 1,000 deaths and the 
destruction of millions of homes and livelihoods, while on the economic side, costing Southeast Asia 
USD6.3 billion in lost production.  

In addition, the global impact of climate change is very much a serious issue in the Southeast Asian 
region. With 2012 as the end date for the protocol to fight global warming, the Kyoto Protocol, under 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). What future protocols or 
agreements will replace this and how will it have an impact on the protection of natural resources?  

In recent years, plans for the construction of dams along many of these massive rivers have raised 
environmental concerns. The controversial Myitsone dam on the Irrawady River is one such example. 
Though its construction was suspended late 2011, there are concerns as to the damages on the 
communities living along the river and the environment. Neighbouring countries have also expressed 
concern with the proposed Xayaburi dam in Laos, but little is being reported within the region on the 
issue.  

Fellows will be encouraged to explore the causes of the problems affecting the rivers and water 
resources in the region; the impact on the overall environment, the peoples and the economy; and 
solutions that are being explored, and frame proposal questions such as: 

• What are the stories of the communities who have experienced loss of income and homes 
because of developments along the rivers? 

• How are men, women and children affected as a result of the devastations?  

• What will be the impact of existing and upcoming dams in the region?   

• To what extent are some of these threats resulting in the emergence of environment refugees 
and are states in the region prepared to cope with this phenomenon? 

• What are the policies and plans being undertaken to mitigate the threats and harms to the 
environment and the communities whose lives depend on the rivers? 
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         ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
     2012 SEAPA Journalism Fellowship 

 
Applicants should be working journalists from Southeast Asian countries (see below) 
with at least 5 years experience in writing for print, broadcast or online media, either 
as staff or freelance writers: 

1. Brunei 
2. Burma 
3. Cambodia 
4. Indonesia 
5. Laos 
6. Malaysia 

7. Philippines 
8. Singapore 
9. Thailand 
10. Timor Lorosae 
11. Vietnam 

 
Applicants must demonstrate experience writing in-depth stories on social, political or 
economic issues in their countries. (Submit at least 2 samples) 
 
Deadline: All application forms and supporting documents must reach SEAPA office 
via email or post before 17:00 p.m., 31st March 2012. Late applications will not be 
considered.  
 
Applicants who have demonstrated interest in social, political, economic, 
environment, investigative journalism will have an advantage.  
Women are encouraged to apply. 
 
Interested applicants must submit 2 samples of their articles from the last 6 months. 
For articles written in other languages than English, kindly submit a translated version 
in English. Please submit your sample work together with the application forms.  
 
All program content and communication will be conducted in English in order to 
facilitate discussions and sharing as best as possible.  
 

Applications will be rejected if (any of the following) occurred: 
 

1. Late submission 
2. Incomplete application form 
3. Story proposal not in line with the theme 
4. Work plan not submitted 
5. References not provided 

 
 
 
   Applicants will be reviewed on these criteria: 
 

1. Meet eligibility criteria (see above) 
2. Relevance to the theme 
3. Strong story proposal 
4. Good personal statement  
5. Practicability of the story idea/work plan 
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Checklist: 
Have you completed all the forms and prepared the necessary information?  
 

NO ITEMS  COMPLETED 
(Yes/No) 

1 FORM A : Personal Details (1)  

2 FORM B : Proposed field work plan (1)  

3 FORM C : Letters of reference – from two referees (2)  

4 FORM D : Personal statement (1)  

5 Prepared work samples (2)  

6 Read the editorial guidelines  

7 A scanned copy of passport (with the photo page)  

8 Submitted all documents by the deadline  

9 Obtained the signatures   
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      FORM A:    
     APPLICANT’S PERSONAL DETAILS  
 

Title Mr. c           Ms. c          Mrs. c 
 

Name (as in passport) * 
 

 
 
 

Contact address:  
 
 

Mobile contact:  
 
 

Email: 
(Skype ID) 

 
 
 

Name of Organisation and 
website 

 
 
 

Years of service  (Total number of years you have worked as a journalist)  
 

Organisation address and 
phone  

 
 
 

Name (and designation) of 
immediate supervisor 

 
 
 

Email and phone contact 
of supervisor: 

 
 
 

Brief description of duties: 
(You may attach 
supporting documents) 

(Please describe some of your functions, areas of 
coverage) 
 
 
Example: I have covered Parliamentary politics for 3 
years and moved into environment issues, writing in 
depth stories about climate change….. 
 

Highest obtained 
education certificate and 
name of institution (PhD, 
MA, Bachelor, diploma, 
certificate) 

Example: Bachelor in Journalism, Royal University of 
Chulalongkorn, Thailand 

* Delete the examples in the boxes as you write your information. 
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